
 Year 11 Languages  
As you are aware your exam is split into 4 papers, Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing. Each 

paper is worth 25% of your overall grade so equally important. 

SPEAKING 

You will have your mock speaking exam the w/c 17th January after the Christmas holidays. You have prepared questions 

for your conversation topics and should be practising these a little every day. You will need to describe a photo, do a role 

play and then answer questions on a pre-prepared topic in French, German or Spanish. 

LISTENING AND READING  

The listening exam is the first written paper you will do for your Languages GCSE, it will then be immediately followed by 

your reading paper. Here are 10 tips you should use for both exams. 

1) Read the questions carefully and highlight any key points to ensure you answer it correctly. 

2) Look at the number of points for each answer and ensure you have an answer for each point. 

3) For the listening exam: Listen carefully to the examples to ensure you understand how to answer each question. 

4) For the reading exam: Read the text through first to get the gist and to help you know where to look for the 

answers (remember these are always in order). 

5) Ignore words which you don’t need to answer the question, this is a difficult skill to master but you will always 

have a lot of additional information, which will not be part of the answer.  

6) If you get stuck move on don’t spend too long on one question you can always come back to it! 

7) Narrow down your options as far as you can and then make a calculated guess if necessary.   

DO NOT LEAVE ANY BLANKS!! 

8) For the listening exam use your reading time wisely: 

- identify the pictures, translate any French words, translate any English words, write down any language you think you 

might hear. 

9) For the reading exam use the visual and verbal clues: 

- layout, length, context, pictures, titles, examples 

10)  Make use of the social/cultural context: 

- think about what you know about French speaking countries and society in general to predict answers.   

WRITING 

The key to doing well on the writing paper is knowing your verbs in the past, present, and Future tenses. 

For the photocard, just write what you see, keep it as simple and straightforward as you can.  

For the 40 and 90 word questions remember to write something for EVERY bullet points. Pay attention to any 

time phrases used and use them in your answers. If you do not know what a bullet point means simply give an 

opinion on it and write in more detail about the ones you understand. 

For the 150 word question you will be expected to write in three tenses, give lots of opinions with reasons why, 

and write in detail. You have a choice of questions so choose the one you understand best and feel you could 

write a lot about. Clarity is key, try to do it in a logical order, plan before you start. 


