
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Following a turbulent couple of years in school and out, we are proud to present our newsletter which 
reflects the rebirth and re-energising of  Ashfield School. 

Our recent excellent Ofsted report highlighted the huge range of activities available to our wonderful 
students and their eagerness to participate. 

Over 700 students a week are in lunch time clubs and staying after school to enjoy time with their 
friends pursuing passions and interests. From sport and exercise, through technology, science,          
creative writing and Performing Arts (highlighted by the sold-out spectacular staging of ‘Sister Act’) 
Ashfield School has never been more vibrant and more successful. With the prospect of new buildings 
through a successful bid to the DFE, creating a 21st century campus for the generations to come is on 
our minds now. At Ashfield, we are always looking ahead, ambitious for our students and for the         
community of Ashfield. 

On behalf of the staff and Governors of Ashfield School may I wish you all a happy, healthy and  
peaceful Christmas. 

Mr J Maher 

Head Teacher 
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This term saw the welcome revival of the                          

Ashfield School Production! As the pandemic 

had prevented us from putting on a show in 

2020, the creative team were delighted when 

Mr Maher confirmed that we could actually go 

ahead with one this year...and even more 

thrilled when over two hundred students        

arrived to audition!  

 

We knew the show would need to be uplifting, positive and full of laughs this year, so what better 

choice than Sister Act? The rehearsal process was fast paced and fun, with cast and crew giving up 

numerous evenings and weekends to ensure that the production would be ready for show week!          

Tickets were snapped up and sold out in less than two hours, proving that the annual Ashfield             

Production really is the hottest ticket in town!  

The students involved in the production did an absolutely incredible job, entertaining nearly one          

thousand people over the course of the run. It was such a joy to bring live theatre back to Ashfield 

School, especially with a production which left audience members tapping their toes, clapping their 

hands and cheering effusively!  

The production team would like to thank everyone involved in this year’s show; it really does take a lot 

of people to put on a show of this calibre. We would also like to thank all the students involved, as they 

have been nothing but a pleasure to work with! And finally, a huge thank you must go to everyone who 

came along to support the show; it was overwhelming for the cast to receive so many standing ovations 

throughout the week! Although everyone involved will enjoy a well-earned rest over the Christmas 

break, we have already been asked what show we’ll be putting on next year...so we’d better start         

planning!  

 

 

Sister Act 2021...Just What We Needed! 



 

 
 

Sister Act 2021...Just What We Needed! 



 

 
Everyone was intrigued by the video that 
went viral after Halloween of the kind Trick 
or Treaters who, on finding that a treat 
bucket left outside a house had been 
emptied, replenished it with sweets from 
their own haul! Local newspaper The 
Chad were determined to identify the        
students from the video footage and, lo 
and behold, it transpires that these         
amazing young men are all Ashfield 
School students!   
 
Dubbed the 'Good Citizen Trick or       
Treaters' by The Chad, video footage of 
their act of generosity and community 
spirit has attracted a huge of amount of 
interest. The school’s Head Teacher, John 
Maher, said: “At Ashfield School we teach 
that being respectful, kind and thoughtful 
towards other people creates a wonderful 
culture and community.  The selfless      
actions of these young men brings great 
credit to their families and to Ashfield 
School.” 

Well done boys, we’re all just so proud of 
you! 

 

 

 

 

Every year, staff and students at Ashfield raise awareness on World Mental Health Day by wearing  
yellow socks (pictured is our lovely Inclusion team). This year, thanks to the generosity of  our           
wonderful students, their families and staff, not only did we raise awareness, we also raised £995!  This 
will now be donated to the Young Minds charity. A huge thank you to all those who supported this            
initiative, and keep hold of those yellow socks ready for next year!  

Hello Yellow 2021 

Hero Trick or Treaters 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashfield School is celebrating the success of its former student, playwright James Graham, as he is 
awarded an OBE for services to drama and young people in British Theatre. 

In a recent interview, James said: “I’ve been so lucky with the people who have championed me, from 
my school teachers who believed working-class kids should be allowed to access theatre, to all the   
other family and friends, artists and audiences who keep supporting me to this day.” 

Amongst James’ many credits are Finding Neverland, a musical about Peter Pan (music and lyrics  
written by Gary Barlow), numerous highly acclaimed plays with productions in the West End and on 
Broadway, and recently the TV Drama Quiz based on the Who Wants To Be A Millionaire scandal.  

James returned to Ashfield School a few years ago to speak at the Summer Awards evening and the 
students were so inspired to hear the story of a local boy who had achieved such amazing success 
within a very competitive industry.  

Congratulations James, and we look forward to seeing you again soon! 

Savannah and I were lucky enough to be given the  
opportunity to take part in a traineeship on former          
Ashfield School student James Graham’s new Crime 
Drama Sherwood, produced by House Productions 
and due to be broadcast on BBC One. Whilst on the 
placement, we spent a whole week having                
conversations with professionals on-set, shadowing 
roles across each department, and observing the      
collaborative effort that goes into making a high-end TV 
drama. We even joined the AD (Assistant Director’s) 
department on the last day as Production Runners. 
Both of us were given duties and responsibilities, such 
as maintaining a boundary around the shoot location, 
which was on a public street in Greater Manchester.  
 

Ashfield Alumni’s Amazing Achievement! 

Our Work Experience…on the Set of a New BBC 1 Drama! 
                                                      By Owen Else and Savannah Pinto 



 

 Following a week of first-hand observation and practical experience, we felt inspired to explore the       
career paths within the Film and TV industry. We entered the week of experience with a mindset that 
the industry was exclusive and somewhat impossible to enter, but after numerous conversations held 
with production members, we were pleasantly surprised by the sheer variety of occupational             
entry-routes possible, and by how much flexibility there is in the industry. After discovering the         
spectrum of pathways available, we felt so much less intimidated by the prospect of entering the Film 
and TV industry and really felt that it was more feasible than we had ever thought. We felt so welcomed 
by all members of the production company and were given the invaluable opportunity to talk to people 
from a huge variety of roles. From start to finish, we were constantly finding ourselves in awe, lucky 
enough to get such a front row seat on a production of this scale.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following on from what Owen said, Owen and I had different perspectives on our careers when we 

started our traineeship. Mine was more focused on the performing aspect of theatre, while Owen's was 

more focused on design and technology. However, after spending a week in the television industry, we 

were astounded by the multitude of career options that are hidden behind the screen. Furthermore, I 

was stunned to learn just how many people had begun their careers in theatre and later moved on to 

work in TV and film. The phrase, “It’s not what you know, it’s who you know”, cropped up in                     

conversation several times, and from learning how members of the team ended up working in TV, this 

would certainly seem to be the case! 

This experience has inspired in me a great interest in the work of the AD department and production 

teams: most specifically in directing, producing and script-writing. The Sherwood team itself were so 

welcoming and informative and, as a result, I’ve developed a confidence for my chosen career path 

and am ecstatic to start to get my ‘foot in the door’. I enjoyed every moment of my time in Manchester 

and thank the team (and James Graham) for this amazing experience.  

Head of Drama at Ashfield School, Bryan Sluman, said of the experience:  “As Ashfield staff, we were 
very proud of the way that our students represented themselves, the department and the school whilst 
on this amazing placement. We are also very grateful that James made contact last year to offer this 
placement to our aspiring performers and technical students. These opportunities are incredibly rare 
and have enabled Ashfield students to establish valuable links within the ultra competitive Film and TV 
industry, which we are sure will be useful for future experiences and even employment.” 

Our Work Experience…on the Set of a New BBC 1 Drama! ctd                              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecocommittee News  

It has been wonderful for the Ecocommittee to meet as a whole again this year.  Although we       
continued to meet last academic year in bubbles, nothing beats meeting as a full team.   

We now have over 40 students on the Ecocommittee, spanning Years 7 to 12, and meet weekly          
during tutor time and then again at lunchtime to implement practical actions. 

As we go to print, we have just held our second annual Christmas Jumper Swap.  The students 
made posters to promote the event, as well as various crafts to sell on the day, including pom-poms, 
gift tags and Christmas cards.  The impressive £134 raised will be donated to Save the Children, 
along with the money raised by Christmas Jumper Day on 17th December. 

Moving forward, we are looking forward to taking part in half-termly litter picks, cleaning up the 
school woodland area, finishing off the greenhouse and planning Biodiversity actions. 

We continue to collect batteries and crisp packets as part of our waste actions, and tutor groups      
continue to be responsible for emptying the recycling in their tutor rooms. 

Finally, and by no means least, after 2.5 years of hard work the flag is finally up! Thank you to 
Gleeson’s for donating the pole, and a massive well done to our incredibly hard working (even 
through lockdowns!) Ecocommittee! 

Mrs Ford!  



 

COP26 - The Great Big Lesson 

Back in November, our Ecocommittee had the 
unique opportunity to be part of COP26 by          
attending the Great Big Lesson for Climate and  
Nature.  This was broadcast directly from COP26 
and featured a number of different speakers.  The 
lesson covered information about the role of CO2, 
soil, nature and farming on climate change, and 
provided some solutions to it.  The students all left 
with a lot to think about and they are now working 
on a pledge that Ashfield can make to help with the 
Climate Crisis. 

 

 

McArthur Glen Donation 

 

 

Ecocommittee News 

A huge thank you to East Midlands Designer Outlet (McArthur Glen) who provided the school with 6 
oak tree saplings. The Year 7 Ecocommittee had the pleasure of planting these saplings back in the 
summer on a glorious Friday morning. We really look forward to seeing them grow as these students 
grow through their school life.  



Lots of hard work and preparation has gone into this year’s Jumper Swap, with lots of lovely homemade, recycled/upcycled 
items to purchase.  Well done to Mrs Ford and her Ecocommittee…£134 raised for Save the Children! 

 

Ecocommittee News 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were fortunate, early in November, to welcome Box Clever Theatre Company to Ashfield School for 
a performance and workshop on the GCSE set text Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.  

The main Hall was turned into theatre in the round with a stage area, moving doors and students from 
Years 10 and 11 sitting on three sides. The performance was enhanced by music and sound effects - 
the impact of footsteps and heartbeats, for example, proved very atmospheric. Students were gripped 
as the actors told the story using flashback and even moments of comedy! In the presentation of the 
key character of Hyde in the workshop, there was some standout audience participation from students 
and staff alike!  

Students were highly complimentary about the performances -here are some of their comments: 

"It made the story easier to understand." 

"The actors made the characters interesting and up to date." 

"I never realised Jekyll and Hyde was funny!" 

"I enjoyed it -it was great to see the story for real." 

Hopefully it won't be the last time we welcome Box Clever - they certainly made a great impression and 
were equally complimentary about the school and the fantastic response from the students! 

Mrs Price 

Head of English 

 

Jekyll & Hyde 



Why we went to Dorset, By Samuel Sutcliffe, Zara Drury and Alice Willey 

We went to Dorset to allow us to get an insight as to how we would be doing coursework, for both 

physical and human ways of primary research. The teachers allowed us to make mistakes so that we 

would know how to improve when we do our actual data research. 

On the first day of the trip, we visited Barton on Sea to see the effects of erosion on a high energy 

coastline. We were able to see  scars on the cliff face and the remains of buildings that had fallen       

because of the mass movement process of slumping. There, we completed a field sketch of the cliffs to 

show how the cliff profile has been affected by erosion and slumping, as well as examples of coastal 

management, like groynes, which have been built to try and protect the coastline. A few of us had the 

chance to see the sun set over the sea and we got some amazing pictures.                                     

On the second day we visited  Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door in the morning, to help us understand 

how the geology of this coastline has affected the coastal landscape. We did another field sketch of 

Lulworth Cove from a different perspective to show where the eroded rock strata would have been 

thousands of years ago and how the cove was eroded. At Durdle Door we got to visit the spectacular 

arch and enjoy the beautiful weather. 

In the afternoon, we visited Studland, where we completed sand dune transects and saw how trampled 
they had been by human activity. It was very interesting to see the sand dune succession in real life 
and to identify the species of plants on the dunes and whereabouts they were or were not present. In 
the evening we got to visit Swanage.  

On the last day, we visited Boscombe to investigate how regeneration has affected the area. We 

planned our investigation and collected our own data including questionnaires with residents and         

visitors.  

Overall, this was a fun trip, and it was very useful to see the features that we learn about in lessons, in 

real life. It has improved our understanding of the physical processes that shape our coastline, along-

side our fieldwork skills. 

Geography Year 12 Field Trip to Dorset 



 

Back in October, 100 of our Year 8 students enjoyed an exciting visit from 

some of the Rainforest Animals they have been learning about.  They had the 

opportunity to meet, pet, hold and learn more about a range of reptiles, bugs, 

birds and beasts and the event was so popular that a second event was         

organised for November! Our Humanities Ambassadors supported the visits 

and below is Year 8 Humanities Ambassador Maddison Aveyard-Brown’s       

review of the experience. 

 

“The visit was amazing and educational. Some of the animals we got to meet 

were skunks, parrots, spiders, scorpions, snakes, lizards and tortoises. 

Skunks are small, furry animals with black and white stripes. Some skunks are 

striped, spotted or have swirl patterns on their fur. We learned that no matter 

the pattern, the black and white colouring is a warning.  

Parrots can hold their food in their beaks whilst they eat. The smallest parrot is 

the buff-faced pygmy parrot which is only 3 inches. We met a cockatoo which 

eats fruit, nuts, seeds and insects. We learned that they have very hard beaks 

and are smart and friendly but can be very destructive when they’re bored.  

All spiders produce silk and are nearsighted. Some female spiders eat the 

males! We got to hold a Tarantula. Tarantulas have tiny hairs on their bodies 

that they kick off when threatened. They are fearsome and venomous. 

Scorpions are arthropods, have 8 legs, 2 pedipalps, and a venom-injecting 

barb tail.  Scorpions do not have bones and have exoskeletons like shrimps.  

We met one of the biggest species of pythons which are non-venomous 

snakes. Found in Asian, Australian, and African rainforests they are masters of 

camouflage. They are classed as old-world snakes with muscular bodies. 

There are lots of different types of lizards. Lizards can detach their tails. We 

met a chameleon which can change colour and a gecko which has microscopic 

hairs on its feet that help it to grip onto trees. They can swim and they love  

insects. 

The visit was a lot of fun and a very interesting and informative experience.” 

 

Geography:  Year 8 Rainforest Experience 



 

Some of our Art and Photography students submitted pieces of their own artwork to the ‘Ashfield Arts 
Trail’ this summer as part of this year's Ashfield Arts Fest. Many of the pieces have been displayed 
over the Ashfield communities including Kirkby Plaza, Portland Square, Hucknall High Street, and on 
railings across the District.  
 
The medium of work submitted ranged from graphite to paint to photography - some of our students' 
outstanding work is pictured below. A digital copy has been sublimation printed onto metal signs which 
are being placed around the local area and will be displayed until Winter 2021. See more information 
here: https://www.ashfield.gov.uk/.../ashfield-art-trail.../ 
 
 

Ashfield’s Artists Help with The Arts Trail 

https://www.ashfield.gov.uk/your-council/news/ashfield-art-trail-livens-up-town-centres/?fbclid=IwAR3cXXZQ8rFlA3G33jCdgPvknNz1FIpYizQ-vuk50UGoYxA_S6ATCpVG_wg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts Trail ctd... 
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The Science Department are currently running the Practical Pro Rewards Scheme and it’s proving to 
be very popular with our students! The scheme works as follows: 

• Practical Pro rewards tickets are given out  in Science lessons for outstanding work in practical 
aspects of the subject. 

• Each ticket can be entered into weekly prize draws with prizes in the upcoming spring term      
designed to link with and support the local community. 

• Each ticket also carries the image of a famous scientist and there are 24 to collect through the 
year. 

• Students are encouraged to trade their ‘scientists’ with their friends—along with working hard in 
lessons—to complete their ‘album’ of scientists, which will give them a chance of winning a large 
prize at the end of the academic year. 

The scheme has taken off well, with students very enthusiastic about collecting the cards and           
motivated to work hard in their lessons to ensure they collect as many as possible. The objective here 
is to help students improve their practical skills in the Science labs after lockdown school and bubble 
school severely limited the opportunities for practical work. 

 

Science News 

Practical Pro Rewards Scheme 

Crest Club 

CREST Club is running on Mondays after school on Week 1s and is being run by Dr Jenkinson, Miss 
Parnell and Mr C Smith.  In the club, students design, undertake and present the results of a project 
over 10 sessions, and this year students are working on the following projects: 

• Design your own toothpaste – students devise a recipe, make and perfect some toothpaste; 

• Design your own bath bomb – students devise a recipe, make and perfect a bath bomb; 

• Worldwide washing – students try to solve the spread of disease by finding new sanitation 
methods. 

The projects are well under way and will hopefully be completed by Easter.  Those who complete 
their project will gain the CREST Bronze Award! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students across Years 7, 8 and 9 have been joining us in STEM Club 

since September and have taken part in a variety of activities that     

enhance and hone their scientific thinking and their practical skills. 

These activities have included: 

• chromatography; 

• investigating pendulums; 

• flame tests; 

• extracting DNA from fruits; 

• building parachutes to protect an egg.  

The enthusiasm and dedication from the students who have attended 

every week has been incredible and they have managed some          

impressive feats! These pictures highlight just some of their activities.  

STEM Club:  Autumn Term 

The winning egg protection, nicknamed Leshawna! 



 
Our Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students worked hard earlier in the term…pushing themselves to 
make every component of their dishes from scratch!  In summary, they made their own bread, burger 
buns, naans, chips, salad dressing, bolognaise sauce, fresh pasta, bechamel sauce, pastry and spun 
sugar; they even cut a chicken for sauté, removing the chicken breast from a whole bird to make the 
kievs!  We’re sure you’ll agree that it all looks delicious! 
 Dishes included: 
• lasagne, garlic bread 
• chicken jambalaya and Naan bread 
• chicken Kiev, chips and salad 
• roasted chicken breast wrapped in bacon with a herb cheese filling, dauphinoise potatoes and 

vegetables 
• lemon meringue pie, with hand spun sugar and ice cream 
• beef burger, chips, coleslaw 
• halloumi burger, chips and salad 
 

Hospitality & Catering 



BTEC Showstoppers 2021 
A massive well done to our BTEC Performing Arts students who entered their exam piece for the BTEC 

Showstopper Challenge Awards back in the          
summer…and were ‘Highly Commended’ by the  
judging panel! 
 

Students and staff worked incredibly hard to put the 
piece together; the number they performed was from 
‘Come From Away’, described as ‘a story of the best 
people have to offer each other, and a reminder that 
we are all capable of doing good for each other,         
especially in the darkest of times’.  Very relevant       
given events over the last 18 months! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama and Dance News  



Drama Club Returns! 

After nearly two years’ hiatus due to Covid, KS3 Drama Club 

came back with a bang this September, with around 40-50         

students attending each week after school on Tuesdays! 

Drama Club is open to Year 7, 8 and 9 students and is a great 

place for them to develop their Drama skills, build confidence, 

make friends, create their own original pieces, work with scripts, 

and have  plenty of opportunities to perform. 

This term we’ve been building our teamwork skills, devising 

scenes, exploring the world of Melodrama, and preparing for a 

Christmas performance. 

For the past few weeks we have been working with scripts and 

rehearsing Scrooge! - a simple version of Charles Dickens’   

festive classic, A Christmas Carol, set on Christmas Eve in  

Victorian London.  Students have been working really hard together in groups, with each team taking 

on a well-known scene from the story and bringing the characters to life. 

Drama Club will be doing a studio performance of Scrooge! to Performing Arts staff in this final week 

of term and are very excited to showcase all their hard work. 

There will be further opportunity to see Drama Club perform publicly later in the academic year, as we 

are planning to bring Ashfield Arts Festival back in July! 

For more information about Drama Club, please contact Mrs I Hopkins. 

 

Drama and Dance News ctd 



On Tuesday 28th September 2021, Mike Southern 

from Stage-Ed came into school to   deliver a two-

hour workshop on Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers 

for each Year 11 GCSE Drama Class. This is the set 

text the students study for their written exam, so this 

was an extremely valuable opportunity for them. 

 

Mike is a professional actor and was previously in 

the West-End production of Blood Brothers playing 

the role of Sammy, so the wealth of knowledge of 

the play, insight into the characters, and                

performance experience he could bring to the          

students was incredible. 

 

During the workshop, Mike got the students straight 

on their feet in an engaging and energetic warm-up. 

He then shared some of his knowledge of the        

context of Liverpool, where the play is set, Willy 

Russell the playwright, and some of the social and 

political influences on the play. This was fascinating. 

He also gave a whirlwind masterclass in ‘how to talk 

like a Scouser’ and got the students practicing their 

Liverpudlian accents! Students then explored and 

staged a big, energetic ensemble scene from the 

play where they all had to play 7-year-old kids.       

Finally, Mike workshopped some of the key         

duologues from the play, with students volunteering 

to play the roles and Mike directing them on stage. 

 

We were very proud of our Year 11 Drama students 

as they behaved impeccably, and all got stuck into 

the workshop with energy and  enthusiasm. This 

was a very fun and engaging workshop, but it also 

helped to bring the play to life for the students, 

which will help them immeasurably on their written 

exam day. 

 

Drama and Dance News ctd 

Stage-Ed Blood brothers Workshop for Year 11 Drama 



After what has been a challenging few years for the Arts, the new academic year has been an               
opportunity to reboot and refresh the Music Department. We were delighted to welcome to the team in 
September 2021 Mr Beachell, who brings with him a wealth of musical experience and expertise. Our   
extra-curricular programme has re-started, with more and more students accessing the various          
activities. On offer, both old and new (see below). We currently have over 90 students receiving          
instrumental or vocal lessons in school, with many more on the waiting list.  

In December, the Music Department led the music in the school production of Sister Act, which has 
been a roaring success! For the first time ever, all staff in the music department have been involved in 
the show with Mr Atkins acting as Musical Director, assisted by Mr Beachell (who also played in the 
band), and with Mr John, Mr Dunn, Miss Draycott, Mr Buxton and Mr Deakin playing in the band. As 
always, Mrs Guy provided her unrivalled expertise in the role of vocal tutor. A true team effort and a 
credit to the hard work and skill of the staff in the Music Department. 

In September, we welcomed the world-renowned Cantamus Girls' Choir to the department, and they 
now rehearse in the music block every Tuesday evening. Mrs Guy and Mr Atkins, who are both           
Cantamus staff, are delighted to be able to share our wonderful facilities with the three choirs that    
comprise the Cantamus family. For any enquiries about Cantamus, please contact 
elaine.guy@ashfield.notts.sch.uk. 

 

Current Opportunities in the Music Department 

• Monday Lunchtime - Year 7 Keyboard Club 

• Tuesday after school - Ashfield School Choir 

• Wednesday after school - Ashfield School Concert Band  

• Thursday Lunchtime - Grade 5 Music Theory 

Additional opportunities will be available after Christmas. 

The instrumental and vocal lesson application form can be found on the school website here (please 
note that if there are no places available you will automatically be placed on the waiting list): 

 https://www.ashfield.ttct.co.uk/curriculum/enrichment/ 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff and students for their hard work this year, without 
which none of the fantastic music being made at Ashfield School would be possible. 

 
Wishing everyone a safe Christmas holiday. 

 
Mr T. Atkins 

Head of Music/Assistant Head of PE & Performing Arts 

Music Department Update 

mailto:elaine.guy@ashfield.notts.sch.uk
https://www.ashfield.ttct.co.uk/curriculum/enrichment/


In September, the school was successful in 

applying for a donation of books from Penguin 

publishers to promote and support their Lit in 

Colour project. The aim of this project is to 

find innovative and practical ways to give 

schools the support and tools they need to 

introduce more books by people of colour into the classroom, for all ages. The books which the school 

received cover a range of genres and ages with books suitable for students from 7 to 18 years. These 

books will be added to the school library and the Post16 Resource Centre so that all students will have 

access to the books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BookBuzz 2021 

This week, students in Years 7 and 8  

received their BookBuzz books.   

BookBuzz is a scheme run by the Book-

trust where students choose a book they 

liked during Library lessons, from a list of 

15 titles, by looking at the front covers 

and the first page and without knowing 

which front cover matched the first page. 

The school has paid for students to have 

their very own copies of their chosen 

books.  

 

Here are some of the comments students made about receiving their free book: 

                           “I feel excited because I feel this book could get me back into reading.” 

“I think this is good because it introduces new authors.” 

                                          “Lucky to have the experience to choose and keep a book.” 

        “I can’t usually find a book I like but now I feel like it’s the right book for me.” 

                                             “Bookbuzz is good because it shows how important it is to read.” 

 

Library Newsletter 

Some of the books from the Lit in Colour collection 
Mr Maher, Mrs Hall, Miss Dhari and Miss Finch         

looking at some of the Lit in Colour books 



Accelerated Reader  

Reading is a skill, and like every skill, it needs practice. This is why Ashfield has invested in a reading 

package called Accelerated Reader, providing students with the opportunity to practice their reading  

and complete quizzes on the books they’ve read. 

Fiction books in the library are divided into reading levels ranging from 0.3 to 20. Year 7 and 8 students 

take a STAR reading test which gives each student a range of books within their level which they will 

be comfortable reading.  When students have completed a book, they can do a quiz on the computer 

which checks their understanding of the text. There are rewards for achievement in the book quizzes: 

• Accelerated Reading points are converted to A points 
• Golden tickets 
• Certificates 
• Attending author visits 
 
Students take part in the Ashfield Reading Challenge, which involves reading eight books per term 

within their book levels and passing the quizzes on these books. They have a reading challenge card 

and collect a stamp for each quiz they pass.  Students should aim for a pass rate of 85% on quizzes 

and should be reading for at least 20 minutes a day.  

You can follow your child’s progress on Home Connect.  Here you can see how they are doing on the 

quizzes, which books they have read, and also see which books are in the reading scheme by using 

the AR bookguide. The web address for Home Connect is: 

http://Ukhosted12.renlearn.co.uk/1893409/HomeConnect/Login.aspx 
Your son / daughter will know the username and password. 

 

Some Statistics 

Number of quizzes completed since Sept 2021:  2,362 

Number of words read since Sept 2021:       45,604,531 

 

If you would like to find out more about the library at Ashfield, there is monthly newsletter on the 

school’s website. The link is: 

 

https: / /www.ashf ie ld. t tc t .co.uk/curr iculum/ l ibrary/  
 

 

 

Library Newsletter ctd 

http://Ukhosted12.renlearn.co.uk/1893409/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
https://www.ashfield.ttct.co.uk/curriculum/library/


The Girls Are Back!! 

It is so nice to be back competing for titles 

against the other local schools again. So far, I 

am  happy to  report a hat trick of first places 

in the local West Notts competitions I have 

been involved in. 

Back in October, the Year 8 Netball team ran 

out winners of the West Notts PE Association 

Netball competition, their first netball competi-

tion since arrival at Ashfield because of the 

COVID break! 

Early in November, the Year 10 girls 

won the Key Stage 4 Basketball 

Tournament, and this success was 

matched at the end of November by 

the Year 9 Girls’ Basketball team who 

won the Key Stage 3 Tournament. 

As always, the girls did us proud and 

were both sporting and modest in 

their respective victories. 

Year 8 Netball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE Round Up 

Year 10 Basketball 

Year 9 Basketball 

Year 8 Netball 



Handball 
Well done and the best of luck to our Handball teams who are through to the County finals this week... 
boys and girls teams! 
 

Year 7 Football   

It has been a fantastic start for Year 7 football with both 
teams making great progress in all cups.  The A team has 
made it to the National Elite Cup quarter final, The County 
Cup semi final, and the  Mansfield FA cup quarter final. A 
particular highlight was travelling to Manchester to play 
Chorlton High School in the National Elite Cup, coming away 
with a 7-4 victory!  Whilst the B Team has made it to the     
National Cup 4th round, with a trip to North Ferriby awaiting 
us in the new year! 

 

 

 

Year 10 Boys Football:  Success in the National Cup! 

The Year 10 boys football team gave another strong performance with a 6-0 win against Wolfreton 
School, Hull, in the National Cup recently. The energy and commitment from every single player was 
excellent throughout.  

The boys came in with a deserved 2-0 lead at half time, never giving the opposition time to play, and     
continued to dominate in the second half with a further 4 goals. The pick of the goals from Harvey Scott 
in the first half following some great skill and link up play to score well in the bottom corner. Pick of the 
second half goals from Ben Hay, through on goal with a calm and composed finish - The Ice Man.  

Another clean sheet and solid defending from the back 5: Moss, Corbey, Godfrey, Finn Brooks and 
Ward. Plus, Alfie Clarke in front of them protecting from midfield.  

Man of the match performance from Harvey Scott whose energy, passing and movement was          
fantastic.  

They will now play West Bridgford School away in the last 16. A great achievement to get this far! 

Well done! 

 

Post 16 Football Report 

The boys have been magnificent in their first term of fixtures both in the National Cup and County Cup. 

Rather unluckily we have been drawn against two schools with specialist football academies—either in 
the school or attached to them – this proved a bridge too far. 

First up we took on Maltby Academy at fortress Sutton Road with an ex-Rotherham manager amongst 
their ranks.  We held our own for long periods of the first half.  The defence were stalwarts, repelling 
attack after attack, but ultimately our opposition’s training and time together proved decisive and we 
ended up on the wrong side of 4 goals. 

Holgate then dared to enter Sutton Road and were sent packing with their tails between their legs: 6-0.   

A trip to Magnus followed (again linked with a football programme) and Gary Charles – ex-Forest and 
Benfica. Ashfield were quality – midfield were dynamic in their efforts and the defence resolute. Our 
goalkeeper was leaping around like a kangaroo on a trampoline and the contest was even.  Two quick 
goals took the sting out of us before we got one back; on another day we may have had a couple of 
penalties – but a worldie from their left and a tired goal later left us with a 4-1 defeat. 

Great bunch of lads and a joy to take to games!!! 

Roll on the Town Cup in the New Year! 
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Year 8 Boys Football 

The year 8 boys football team have had a successful start to their football season and are through to 

round 6 of the National Cup following their recent 5-0 win against Meadowhead School from Sheffield. 

The team also reached the last 16 of the Elite National Cup and recently had a trip down to London for 

a fixture against Riverside School. Unfortunately, this game ended in heartbreak with a 1-0 loss, but all 

we can ever ask of the lads is that they give their all, which they certainly did on the day. They            

represented the school amazingly! 

Finally, the team are also through to the semi-finals of the County Cup following some convincing wins 

against Retford Oaks (10-0) and Alderman White (12-2). 

Team photo below from 4-3 win against Bourne Grammar School, Peterborough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-curricular Opportunities 

We have a vast offering of extra-curricular activities at Ashfield, not least in PE and Performing Arts.  In 

fact, in just one week, a staggering 869 students participated in a wide range of activities in this         
faculty alone!  

We’re so proud of every single student who is making the most of these opportunities and getting       
involved, and I would also like to say a massive thank you to the staff running them.  Absolutely        
amazing! 

#ashfieldkidscan 

Matt Watson 

Head of PE and Performing Arts 
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Cross Country 

Cross Country returned to Ashfield School in November 

and was an incredibly successful event for our teams, with 

Ashfield securing the following places in each category: 

Year 7 boys: Gold 

Year 7 girls: Gold 

Year 8/9 boys: Gold 

Year 8/9 girls: Silver 

Year 10/11 boys: Gold 

Year 10/11 girls: Gold 

A special mention must go to the Year 7 girls team who  

finished in positions 1-8 in their race; a truly incredible team 

effort! 

                                  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other top 3 finishes: 

Sam Vardy (Year 7 boys race) 3rd 

Oliver Thompson (Year 8/9 boys race) 1st 

Thomas Fisher (Year 8/9 boys race) 2nd 

Finn Brooks(Year 10/11 boys race) 1
st
 

Nathaniel Hinchley (Year 10/11 boys race) 2nd 

Grace Manson (Year 10/11 girls race) 1st 

 

Extra-curricular Opportunities 

869 people took part in one week of extra-curricular activities in PE and Performing Arts. 

So proud of everyone who is taking the opportunities available and also a massive thanks to the staff 
running them! 

Absolutely amazing! 

#ashfieldkidscan 

Matt Watson 

Head of PE and Performing Arts 
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1. Maisy Slack 

2. Daisy Fisher 

3. Emily Pares 

4. Bethany Wilkinson 

5. Abigail Howell 

6. Freya Clarke 

7. Olivia Niemcow 

8. Lily-Alice Foster 

Maisy Slack & Daisy Fisher who finished 1st and 2nd 



 

 

Staff and students across Ashfield School mark            
Remembrance Day and show their respects every year. 
This year, our Uniformed Services students were joined 
by representatives from the British Army who led a       
moving ceremony in our Memorial Garden which           
culminated in the laying of a wreath at the plaque of Ray 
Ellis, a much-loved and missed friend to the department 
who served during WWII in the South Notts Hussars. 

 

 
 
 

Remembrance Day 2021 

 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,   

We will remember them.”  



 

Star Students 

We were delighted for, and very proud of, Uniformed Services students James Wiltshire and Luke          
Heffernan in the summer when they both achieved Distinction Star on the Level 3 Extended Diploma 
for Entry to the Uniformed Services. Both (former) students are now employed full-time.  Well done to 
you both, and the very best of luck in your future endeavours! 

Uniformed Services Bulletin  



Uniformed Services Secure Victory in Desert Rats Challenge! 

Well done to the team of Year 13/14 Uniformed Services students who returned victorious from the  

inaugural Desert Rats Challenge Competition at Chetwynd Barracks, Chilwell, earlier in the term.  They 

were truly worthy winners, competing in a range of disciplines including reconnaissance, camouflage 

and concealment, orienteering, practical teamworking and problem solving and shooting on the indoor 

range.   

 

One student commented: “Every station was exciting and made engagement easy. A stand that          

particularly stood out for me was the bomb disposal stand. I really enjoyed how we worked with          

equipment that most of us had seen but not used before and doing so helped us to gain an               

understanding of how simplistic some aspects of army life can be, whilst also having the constant       

reminder of the complexity involved with the expensive bomb disposal equipment.”         
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Uniformed Services Presented with Desert Rats Challenge Plaque 

Following on from their victory, and back 

at Ashfield Post 16 Centre, the victorious 

Uniformed Services team were formally 

presented with the Desert Rats plaque in 

recognition of their winning performance 

at the inaugural Desert Rats Challenge 

competition at Chetwynd Barracks.  

Presenting the plaque, Major Goodwin 

said of them:  “They never faltered from 

the high standards of the school and 

those they set themselves – and for this 

they can be very proud and are worthy 

winners.” 

The Year 13s and 14s also had a       
specialist input training session from the 
Royal Military Police following the 
presentation.  

 

Adventures at the Mill Base 

 

Level 3 Uniformed Services students 
are pictured here completing their       
water-based activities at the Mill      
earlier this term. A number of them 
have now achieved their British      
Canoeing Award, but they also    
completed other tasks involving 
Stand Up Paddleboarding, Kayaking 
and Kata Canoeing. 
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Commonwealth War Graves Clean-up 

It is an annual event in the Uniformed Services’ calendar and this summer was no exception—           
students were determined to undertake the clean-up of the Commonwealth War Graves in St Mary's 
churchyard, Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

It can plainly be seen from the   
before and after pictures here the 
great pride our students took in 
this endeavour and the difference 
they made. They were a credit 
both to Ashfield Post 16 Centre 
and to themselves, not only on  
account of their hard work, but   
also the effort taken with their         
uniforms and especially the way 
they conducted themselves. In 
fact, a member of the public kindly 
contacted us after seeing the       
students hard at work to              
commend them on what they were 
doing, and on their politeness and 
good manners.  

 

Well done and thank you to all those involved; we're very proud of you!  
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Trauma Teddy Donations 

Our Uniformed Services students are always keen to 
support the work of the emergency services and, as 
ever, have been supported in their endeavours by their 
families and friends. 

During the lockdown periods, Skyla Dodsley’s grandma 
and Tyler Heath’s grandma were at the forefront of a 
group of  knitters who produced these fabulous Trauma 
Teddies.  The teddies are sometimes used by the      
police to give to children as a comfort at traumatic              
incidents.  

 

The huge haul of bears, pictured below, were shared between two constabularies: 70 to                    
Nottinghamshire and 50 to South Humberside.  Those going to Nottinghamshire were collected from 
Uniformed Services by two former students who are now employed by Nottinghamshire Police!  During 
their visit, they spoke to students - and answered questions - about a range of police-related topics, 
illustrating how so many elements of the learning completed on the Uniformed Services course had 
supported them in their working lives. 

 

In addition, a number of the teddies were sponsored for Mary’s Meals, a charity that provides         
chronically hungry children with one meal every school day, and encourages education that can lift 
them out of poverty in later life, adding to the total raised for the charity of £1,081.17p. 

Well done to those students who took part, and thank you to all those who supported them in this very 
worthwhile endeavour! 
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Ms Taylor Awarded MBE 

Ms Taylor, Head of Uniformed Services at Ashfield Post 16 Centre, was delighted 

and overwhelmed to learn that she has been awarded an MBE in the Queen’s         

Birthday Honours List 2021 for ‘Services to Education and Charity’.   

The award is in recognition of the great contribution she has made to Ashfield School 

students over the 14 years that she has led the Uniformed Services course, with 

many going on to successful careers in the Police, Prison Service, Royal Navy,         

British Army and RAF amongst others. She said: “It is an absolute honour to be         

recognised in this way and I feel very humbled.  I am privileged to work with the most 

dedicated of staff at Ashfield School, some truly inspiring  students and their                 

supportive families. It is rewarding to see so many of our students go on to serve their country in the 

military and civilian services and I am grateful to have played a part in their educational journey.”  

The honour is also an acknowledgement of her tireless fundraising efforts, both with her students and 
in her own time, always very much leading by example. Over the years, she has engaged students in 
fundraising activities for many different causes including Help for Heroes, Blue Lamp Foundation, Fund 
for Darfur, Firefighters Charity, Mary’s Meals, Operation Smile, Seeing is Believing and the list goes 
on…  Her personal fundraising challenges include numerous swimathons for Cancer Research and 
Marie Curie, and she completed the UK’s first 26.2mile open water swim raising funds for Cancer         
Research and Macmillan. 

Julie’s former student, now a Captain in the British Army, said the following about her in his citation: 

“Julie Taylor is a driven, disciplined and courageous individual who sets standards within her workplace 

which both her students and peers strive to achieve – whether this be running multiple charity events or 

taking on personal challenges in her spare time, it is through this selfless example and courage that 

she holds standards so high and in turn has enabled many individuals to strive to achieve. 

She enables her students to feel empowered and important within a safe space to develop themselves 
by encouraging them to accept weakness and strive for success by development. Quite frankly, I would 
not be an Army Officer today without Ms Julie Taylor.”  

John Maher, Head Teacher at Ashfield, said: “Staff and Governors are proud and delighted that Julie 
has been recognised for her commitment to sparking ambition in the students of Ashfield School.”  
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Highly-qualified staff.  Term time places.  For children 0-8 years.   

Wrap-around care with local pick-ups & drop-offs. 

Freshly prepared, nutritious meals. 

Open Monday – Friday 

 7.30am - 6.00pm 

 51 weeks per year 

Our mission is to provide the very best all-round care for your child, leaving you secure in the 

knowledge that they will be having a great time playing and learning whilst they are with us. 

For more information please contact Laura Eaton on Tel: 01623 455003.   

Email: nursery@ashfield.notts.sch.uk 

Ashfield Plaza Day Nursery, to the rear of Ashfield School, Sutton Road,  

Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts.  NG17 8HP 



 

 

 

 

Notices for Parents 

 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS: 

Amendments to legislation surrounding holidays in term time came in to effect from 1st September 
2013, and made it clear that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time       
unless there are exceptional circumstances.  This means that holidays taken during term time will not 
be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances surrounding them.  

To bring Ashfield School in line with other schools in Nottinghamshire, Governors have agreed that 
we will follow the Nottinghamshire County Council Code of Conduct for the issuing of Fixed Penalty         
Notices for unauthorised holidays in term time.   

This took effect from Monday 20th April 2015.   

 

TRANSLATION AND INTERPRETER SERVICES: 

If you believe that translation or interpreter services would improve communication between home 
and school, then please contact your child’s Achievement Leader and the school will  arrange for 
these services to be put in place. 

As an example, an interpreter can be arranged for a parents’ evening, and we can have your child’s 
school reports translated for you. 

 

E CIGARETTES: 

Ashfield School is committed to complying with the anti-smoking legislation introduced in 2006 and in 
providing a healthy, clean and safe working environment for all employees, pupils, parents and          
visitors. We have a clear duty of care to discourage and challenge smoking and activities associated 
with it. 
Electronic cigarettes are therefore banned at school.  

Students found smoking, or vaping using an electronic cigarette, at school or while travelling to/from 

school, will be sanctioned in accordance with the school’s behaviour policy. Parents will be informed 

and items such as cigarettes or electronic cigarettes will be confiscated.   

I hope this clarifies the stance of the school. Furthermore I would appreciate your co-operation in this 

matter and ask that you discuss this with your son/daughter if appropriate. 

 
 

CONTACT DETAILS:   

Please remember to notify the school office if you change your address,  telephone number or email  

address.  It’s vital that we have up-to-date contact information in case of  emergency, and in order for 

you to receive important notifications regarding your child such as availability of school reports. 

You can either send a note into school via your child or email to admin@ashfield.notts.sch.uk or 
phone us on 01623 455000.   
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ROAD SAFETY REMINDER STUDENTS WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL: 
 

We would welcome your support in reminding your child to concentrate on road safety and behave       

appropriately when near traffic.  As we live and work near some of the busiest roads in the country,  

students may lose the sense of danger and road awareness that keeps them safe.  

We do all that we can in school to give road safety a high profile but would ask that you talk to your 

child about road safety and the dangers of crossing at inappropriate points.  

In addition, we would ask that, when driving near to school, you adhere to the following at all times:  

 

• Drive safely, adhering to the speed limits and driving in accordance with the Highway Code. 

 

• Do not stop or park on the yellow “School - Keep – Clear” and “zig-zag” markings during the times 

indicated on the yellow “No Stopping” signs outside the school. 

 

• Do not park on any double yellow lines. 

 

• Avoid parking in a way that would block or cause an obstruction to the school entrance/exit,        

residents’ driveways and/or junctions. 

 

• Do not mount the pavement when stopping or parking, allowing pedestrians to be able to walk on 

pavements and space for prams to pass. 

 

• Park so that your child is able to enter or leave the vehicle on the pavement side away from any 

conflict with traffic. 

 

• Pay particular attention to other children at the side and rear of the vehicle when parking, dropping 

off or setting off. 

 

• Avoid double parking so as not to adversely affect the flow of traffic or access for emergency        

vehicles. 

 

We appreciate your support in ensuring that Ashfield students remain safe when walking to and from 

school. 

 

 

DISABLED PARKING SPACES:  

It has been brought to our attention that the disabled parking spaces in our car park are frequently      

being taken up by able-bodied drivers. We have a number of disabled students who, on numerous      

occasions, have been unable to use the designated spaces  because of this, and we would therefore 

request that anyone not entitled to use these spaces refrains from doing so at all times. 
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Please find below a handy list of the various parental engagement systems we use here at Ashfield School. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Gateway is the text and email service used at Ashfield School. This     system enables us to 
communicate with parents in a quicker and more cost- effective way via email, text and smartphone 
app. 

You can download the app (Android & iPhone only) for free from the App Stores. It is quick and easy to 
set up; all you need is the email address and    mobile number that school has on record for you. 

The School Gateway app allows you to: 

• Save time & money. 

• Improve communications with the school. 

• Reply, free of charge, to any messages received. 

• Access Parent Pay. 

• See your child’s Achievement and Behaviour points 

• See your child’s school reports. 

• See your child’s timetable. 

If you don’t have a smartphone or cannot install the app, then you will still receive text and email          
messages from the school. 

 

 

 

Parent Pay is the cashless payment system we use here at Ashfield School. As a parent, you will be 

able to pay for school meals and school trips through this system. 

When your first child joins us at Ashfield School you will be given a username and password. 

If you should need a reminder of your details sending to you, or if you have any queries, please          

contact us at:  admin@ashfield.notts.sch.uk  

Parental Engagement Systems at Ashfield School 
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As parents, you can help your sons and daughters to develop key learning skills by regularly checking 

our online homework platform, Satchel: One (formerly Show My Homework), and encouraging them 

to discuss their work. Read any reviews/tasks that students complete and ensure they organise and 

manage their time out of school to successfully complete all homework and coursework tasks on time 

and to the highest standard.  Parents listed as the main contact will be sent personalised instructions 

on how to create parental accounts linked to their child(ren) on Satchel: One  during the first few 

weeks of the Autumn term and will be given an email contact in school for support and queries.   

 

Homework set by the school has a range of purposes.  These include: 
 
• Developing the home-school partnership in pursuing the aims of the school and assisting par-

ents in taking a positive interest in their children’s schoolwork. 

• Taking advantage of the resource of home as a source of learning. 

• To practise and consolidate skills learnt at school, especially in literacy, numeracy and ICT. 

• Encouraging self-motivated learning and independence, especially for older children as they 

prepare for secondary school. 

• To prepare and plan for work to be done at school. 

Homework may also be set when it is felt that a child needs to make up work through absence, or 

needs extra practice in a specific area, or if work has not been completed satisfactorily in class. 

 

For support queries please contact: smhwsupport@ashfield.notts.sch.uk 

 

 

How to Access Remote Learning  

Information is available on the school website to support your child in accessing remote learning via 
teams. 

Please follow this LINK for guidance. This includes a video which gives key support for accessing 
teams.  

 

 

Parental Engagement Systems at Ashfield School 
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School will finish for Christmas on Friday 17th December at 3.05pm  

and buses will run as normal.  

 It will be a non-uniform day with the £1 donations collected going to Save the Children. 

 

End of Year Arrangements 


