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Extended 
National 
Certificate in 
Performing Arts 

BENEFITS 
 
The Extended Certificate is for 
learners who are interested in 
learning about the performing 

arts sector alongside other fields 
of study, with a view to  

progressing to a wide range of 
higher education courses, not 
necessarily in performing arts. 

 
 
 NO EXAMS. This is a prac-

tical and coursework based 
programme of study. 

 
 This BTEC is equivalent 1 A 

Level, 360 GHL. 
 
 BTEC equips students with 

work-ready skills such as 
team work. Employability is 
the end goal! 

 
PLEASE NOTE– THIS IS A TWO 

YEAR COURSE, HOWEVER YOU 
WILL RECEIVE A CERTIFICATE IF 
YOU CHOOSE NOT TO CONTINUE 

INTO YEAR 2 
 

At A Glance 

ASHFIELD SCHOOL 

ASPIRE 
 
PE AND PERFORMING ARTS 

A S H F I E L D  S C H O O L  
A S P I R E  

Musical Theatre 
“I’m not throwing away my shot” 

Hamilton the Musical 
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WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

AS: 
 

UNIT 1 
Investigating Practitioners work 
 
Learners investigate the work of perform-
ing arts practitioners and develop critical 
analysis skills and contextual understand-
ing of how practitioners communicate 
themes in their work . 

 

- Task set and marked by Pearson and com-
pleted under supervised conditions. 
- The set task will be completed in three hours 
within the period timetabled by Pearson. 
- 60 marks 

 
 

UNIT 2 

Developing Skills and Techniques for 

Live Performance  

Learners explore technical performance 
skills with a focus on developing and 
demonstrating skills and techniques in at 
least two performance styles within a se-
lected discipline. 
 
- Task set and marked by centre, moderated 
by Pearson 
- Students to take part in two performances, 

this will be done as a SHOWCASE in an 

evening for an invited audience.  

 

 

What to expect on this course 

A2: 

 
UNIT 3 
Group Performance Workshop 
 
Students create/devise a piece of work as a 
company. This work does not have to be a 
fully completed piece of work (for example; 
the idea might be to create a two hour show 
but students only need to show 20 mins!) 
 
10 hours spent on planning and interpretation 

of the stimulus and approximately 30 hours 

on the development of creative ideas. 

 
UNIT 27 
Musical Theatre 
 
To understand the key features of musical 
theatre (theory) 
 
To know practical skills to perform musical 
theatre 
 
To create a specific performance piece (for 
example a whole musical) 
 
To write on going log books of this process 
and skills developed 
 

 


